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“Siraj Ahmed launches a powerful critique of the method of comparative philology that has established
a hegemony of the printed text, thereby impeding our ability to conceptualize collective life. A
reasoned but passionate plea for reading anti-philologically, this impressive book is sure to provoke ARCHAEOLO!!
much discussion.”

~Partha Chatterjee, Columbia University

The Colonial Foundation
“An important, scintillating study that deserves a wide linary read haeology of Babel of the Humanities
reappraises the historical roots of philology and mmngcsrndmhmlmagm wtpmnl. d

~Talal Asad, The Graduate Center, CUNY

FOR MORE THAN THREE DECADES, preeminent scholars in comparative literature and

postcolonial studics have called for a return 1o philology as the indispensable basis of critical

method in the humanities. Against such calls, this book argues that the privilege philology has

alw: ed within the modern | ities silently forces a colonial | hy. In fact,
gy's fo ginally served British ruke in India.

Tracing an unacknowledged history that extends from British Ortentalist Sir Willtam Jones to

Palestinian- American intellectual Edward Said and beyond, Archaeology of Babel excavates the
epistemic f tion that was engendered on a global scale by the colonial reconstruction

of native languages, literatures, and law. In the process, it reveals the extent to which even

postcolonial studies and European philosophy: 1 to mention di s as disparate as

Islamic fund: | Hindu lism, and global 1 the progeny
of colonial rule. Going further, it unearths the alternate concepts of language and literature that
were lost along the way and issues its own call for humanists to reckon with the politics of the
philological practices to which they now return.

SIRAT ANMED s a professor of English at the CUNY Graduate Center and of English and
Comparative Literature at Lehman College. He is the author of The Stillbirth of Capital:
Enlightenment Writing and Colonial India (Stanford, 2012).
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Theorists conventionally treat the global state of emergency in which we live as a
political and juridical condition. But it is, first of all, a discursive practice, whereby the
sovereign circumscribes language’s performative power within his own speech. He
arrogates the right, univocally, to suspend the constitution and to declare the laws that
govern in its place. Literary scholars have not yet imagined a critical method that
opposes emergency, even though it is now the practice that expropriates language’s
creativity. This talk imagines what such a method might be.
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